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Portrayals  of  Abraham 

Lincoln 


Tile 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


256  Administration  Bldg.  (!7) 
Urbana,  Illinois 
October  28,  1930 


LIITOOLIJ  HALL 


Mr.  Louis  A.  YJarren 

Director,  Lincoln  Research  Foimdation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

Professor  Hewcomb  lia.s  referred  to  this  office  your 
letter  of  October  17  in  reference  to  the  terra  cotta  panels 
on  Lincoln  Hall. 

These  panels  were  made  by  the  American  Terra  Gotta 
and  Cereinic  Tile  Co.  of  228  IT.  LaSalle  St.,  Ohicac-o,  in  1911 
at  the  time  the  building  was  erected,  and  are  about  two  and 
one-half  by  nine  and  one-half  feet  in  size.     I  doubt  very  much 
whether  the  American  Terra  Gotta  and  Ceramic  Tile  Company  has 
preserved  any  of  the  molds  of  these  pa.nels,  and  to  liave  them 
duplicated  vrould  be  a  very  expensive  proposition.      Vie  have 
some  very  good  photographs  of  the  terra  cotta  panels  v;hich 
you  may  secure  from  our  Photographic  Department  at  a  cost  of 
about  fifty  cents  apiece. 

Since  these  panels  viexe  installed  on  Lincoln  Hall, 
the  building  has  been  completed  by  the  addition  of  a.  $500,000 
unit.     Thinking  you  may  be  interested  in  a  more  complete 
description  of  this  building,  we  are  enclosing  a  typewritten 
copy  of  a  bulletin  which  livas  issued  at  the  time  of  the  dedica- 
tion.    In  addition  to  the  names  shown  on  page  2  of  men  promi- 
nent in  state  and  national  life  who  were  closely  associated 
with  Lincoln  and  his  work,  the  following  names  were  added  to 
the  copper  shields  on  Lincoln  Hall  but  no  medallion  po rtra.its 
Y:ere  made  of  this  g'roup :     Sheridan,  McClernand,  Baker,  Fessenden, 
Hainlin,  Johnson. 

With  the  addition  of  the  new  unit,  the  seminars  were 
all  moved  into  the  new  Library,  so  that  Lincoln  Ha^ll  is  now 
entirel3^  a  class  room  and  office  building,   except  for  the  museums 
and  research  offices  on  the  fourth  floor.     We  now  have  18,850 
square  feet  of  museum  space  for  the  European  and  Oriental  museums 
in  Lincoln  Hall.     The  addition  to  Lincoln  Hall  contains  a  beautiful 
little  theatre  seating  about  750  people,  which  is  probably  one  of 
the  most  completely  equipped  small  theatres  in  the  country. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Jaiiies  K.  Wliite 
'  Superv/sing  Architect^ 

SLS-Sn  By 


\A.  Fred.  Tepe 
34  HARVARD  STREET 
HYANNIS,  MASSACHUSETTS 

Lir,  Louis  A,  Warren, 
x>irector,  Lincoln  iviational  Life  i?'oundati  jn, 
l''ort  '.«ayne,  Ind, 

uear  3ir  : 

Ihe  article  in  the  "Parade  Llagazme"  issue  of 
-tf'eby,  8tli,  re^-ardint^;  your  collection  of  "Lincoln" 
was  interesting  and  I  ain  v/riting  to  ask  if  you 
Lave  in  tiiis  collection  the 

Pottery  Tile,   size  9x6  inches,  Erov.Ti  J-laze, 
Stamped  on  the  back  as  follows  ; 

In  Goijineration  of  the  100th  /mniversary  Celebration 
of  the  Birth  of  Abrahain  Lincoln,   February  1^,  1909, 
Modelled  from  the  only  untouched  negative  in  the 
United  States,     Taken  1S64. 

±ijd.<lQ  by  onerwin  >io  Cotton,  iUastwood  Tile  ./orks, 
lianley,  Staffordshire,     x^obinson  6c  Handle,  Inc. 
oole  Agents,  1125  Broadway,  Lew  Pork  City, 

Vi/hat  I  would  like  to  iaiow,  if  you  have  this. .tile, 
is,  do  you  ha^upen  to  icnow  of  the  pho togragher^name. 
who  xaade  the  original  negative,       Llany  years  ago  I 
tnea  to  find  out  and  believe  some  one  on  Y,  St. 
Washington,  ^,  G.  did  tjie  taking. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Feby. 

9tn 

1948. 


February  25,  1948 


Mr*  A*  SVed  TepB 
34  Harrard  Strdot 

Deer  Tope: 

It**  Warren  is  at  present  on  a  two 
months  speaking  tour  on  the  Paolfio  ooast  and  points 
vest  rdtur:iin{^  to  the  office  about  Ilaroh  15th* 

Upon  his  return  I  will  eall  his  attei^ 
tion  to  your  lett^  resarding  the  pottery  tile. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Margaret  Hoellering 
Secretary  to  I^*  barren 


tUrch  10,  19^3 


Mr.  A.  Ired  T©p« 

HBrverd  Street 
"Bjaxmia,  Maaaochuaetta 

Deer  Nr.  Tepet 

Me  thenK  you  for  your  inquiry  of  Pebr jery  9 
vith  re0i>ect  to  the  Pottery  Tile.    Tbe  pboto  vos  made 
by  Brady  and  certainly  ma  oot  made  from  the  only 
untouclied  oegiutlve  as  there  vere  many  of  them  are  liable 
at  that  tlna. 

Very  truly  youre^ 


L  .A  .Warren 


Director 


^  OPANCiE  3-7490 


ALMA  1.  DILLINGHAM 

Jlic£,ni.zcL  <:if^Eat  S6.iatz  IQzo^zi 
188  TREMONT  AVE.  ORANGE,  N.  J. 


JiiAd  26th  1948 


Dear  Sir, 

About  A  Bonth  ago  I  wrote  to  you  aaking  if  you  wore 
Imterestod  in  A  Tile  portrait  of  Lincoln.  Tou  replied  you  were 
and  asked  me  t*  put  a  price  on  it  •    I  did  not  know  the  ralue 
of  this  sort  of  thing  so  gpt  adrice  from  a  friend;  My  price  must 
hare  beenhigh  as  you  replied  than  that  you  werent  Interest ed. 

Now  in  my  first  letter  I  asked  you  to  put  a  price  on  it. 
as  1  felt  you  would  be  fair.  Will  you  kindly  fayer  me  and  let  me 
know  the  reason  you  dont  care  for  it  now    I  would  Appreciate  it 
Tery  much  if  you  would  state  your  price  as  I  would  like  you  to 
have  it. 

Thanking  you 


PHILADELPHIA  AUTOGRAPH  0$. 
•1815  SPRUCE  STREET 
iZL,  PHILADELPHIA  3,  PA. 

Dear  Dr.Warren:  June  7.1948. 

.rn..A      ^        ...  ^^^^   ^^"^^  ^^11-    I  ^^Ve  just 

acquired  a  tile  of  Abrtomn  Lincoln  .-nade  by  Sherv,in  & 
Cotton,  Eastwood  Tile  Works,  Ha.nley  Staff ordhire.  It  was 
put  out  in  Coramenoration  of  100th  Ann  Celb.  of  the  uirth 
of  A,L,  Modelled  from  tne  only  untouched  negative  in  the  U.S, 
Taken  in  1864.    My  query?  Do  you  have  any  bulletin  ev^r  is^-ued 
referring  to  this  item?  It  has  a  cirular  m^-^rk  which  looks  like 
a  crack.  I  was  told  it  is  in  the  negative  only  not  the  tile. 
Is  this  so?  Thanks 


lllsa  iOjia  I«  laXXiJi^atm 

lad  ^iJreuciut  Ave. 
OrwaeOy  H.  jr. 

Ii(jr  dear  Modasi: 

Inasmch  as  vo  hatw  eeroisl  pieces  of  tilo  bearli^c 
iatiicoln«o  portrait  tn  our  collection  Hera,  It  would  *e  difficult 
far  us  to  Identify  tho  oao  you  Hqto  irithout  a  better  Ueacrxptlon. 
PtoaslWbr  it  ad^t  l>e  toot  to  forward  It  foor  oar  _J**r 
IfflTflS©  w  wtfld  not  wlcai  to  W  as  Micai  «»  you  h«d  P^f^ 
yot  w  mi^t  iriflb  to  aoaulre  It  If  w  do  no«;  lunro  ono  lUce  it  at 
a  ixfldjoal  figure. 

Tory  taruly  yourB, 


lAViGM 


.  f 


xIsA4  -^voW   dX^.^iAjtAcb       (^A^iXjL^  J  a^^y^  ituA^  .A^jJj  lA'  Urn4  ImX~ 


Jio^^iXy^  ~to   "^IdLoJv  -'{^WW  -wtn/U  xJ-O-rm/  v3<Wuiy 


June  21,  1951 


Mr*  Kwary  C«  Togelsang 
311S  Ohio  iiarenoA 
Ma{>le  Park 
Mlddletovn,  Ohio 

X)«ar  Mr*  Vogelsangt 

Wo  have  just  reoeir^  yomr  letter  and 
photograph  of  the  a;titiq.Ud  aculptiirdd  portrait  of  Xbraham 
Lincoln. 

Dr.  '.^arr«n  is  out  of  his  offlo©  this  weak 
attending  a  Ooi2^[>an3r  Oomrention*    Upon  hie  return  I  will 
hring  your  letter  to  his  attention. 

Terj'  truly  yotirs, 


m/m 


Margaret  Moellering 
Secretary  to  Dr.  'barren 


June  25,  1951 


y^Ir.  Henry   C.  Vogelaaag 
3115  Ohio  Ave. 
liaple  Park 
Middle town,  Ohio 

Dear  hte»  Vt^laang: 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  going  to  be  able  to  help  you  very  uiuch 
with  respect  to  the  antique  which  you   have  in  your  poseeasion. 
I  have  often  seen  copies  of  these  pieces  and  we  have  one  here 
in  our  collection^  but  I  do   not  know  anything  about  their  value, 
certainly^  they  arc  not  scarce.     You  will  please  find  attnchcd 
to  this  letter  the  picture  vhich  the  artist  apparently  used  ia 
taaking  the  tile.     The  picture  was  talj»n  by  Gardner  in  V/aehlngton, 
D.C.,  the  Sunday  befare  Lincoln  went  to  Gettyburg  for  his  famous 
s  j)eech . 

X  think  If  you  will  purehase  a  copy  of  Hobbies  Ma@Bz.ine,  you  will 
find  there  a  number  of  dealers  who  epeciallze  in  crockery  yho 
nii^t  like  to  acquire  your  item. 

Very  truly  yo\irs. 


IAW:BB 
Encl. 


Director 


3115  Ohio  Avenue 
Middleto\,m,  Ohio 
22  August  1951 


Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation  Museum 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

In  re:    Tile  reproduction    -  Lincoln 


Gentlemen : 

I  am  enclosing  a  reprint  of  a  newspaper  clipping 
relative  to  the  above  referenced  subject.  The  clipping  is 
s  elf -explanat  ory . 

This  Staffordshire,  England,  tile  reproduction  of 
Lincoln  may  be  seen  by  appointment, 

I  would  like  to  contact  various  historical  soci- 
eties, museums,  research  foundations,  or  individuals,  who 
are  interested  in  the  purchase  of  this  valuable  tile  repro- 
duction. 

If  you  desire  an  appointment,  will  you  let  me 
know  a  few  days  in  advance,  so  that  I  may  make  arrangements 
at  my  local  bank  for  this  viewing,  during  their  depository 
hom»s? 

Thank  you,  and  I  hope  I  shall  hear  from  you  at 
your  earliest  convenience. 


1  Enclosure  Very  respectfully  ypurs, 

as  stated  ^ 


Mr.  Henry  Vogels^g  / 


Stamped  self-addressed  envelope  enclosed  for  your  convenience. 


Copy  of  article  apnearinp  in  March  25,  1951  issue  of  the  Middletoun 
Journal,  Middletown,  Ohio 

TIL3  REPRODUCTION  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  IS  PRIZE  POSSESSION  OF  LOCAL 

ASTy.QUE  COLLECTOR  • 

A  priceless  reproduction  in  tMe  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  only  one  of 
many  unusual  possessions  of  Mr.  Henry  Vogelsong,  a  German  who  canBto 
Middletovm  AO  years  ago  on  a  vacat.'ion  and  has  been  here  since. 

Sixty-year  old  Vogelsong  of  3d5  Ohio  Avenue,  has  a  collection  of 
beer  steins,  crystal  piece?  and  other  rare  items, 

Voffelsong  was  gradiiated  from  ?.  high  school  in  Doepholz  at  14,  and 
got  a  5ob  with  a  "first-class"  biOtlag  company  in  Hamburg*    "I  stayed 
there  just  long  enough  to  lose  40  rounds,"  he  smiled.    "My  father  de- 
cided that  I  needed  a  vacation,  so  i  told  him  I'd  like  to  come  to 
America,  and  did  just  one  yeare  before  the  Kaiser  rumbled  into  the  Low- 
lands of  France," 

His  two  brothers,  one  an  outstrnding  athlete  in  the  Hambiirg  area, 
went  into  the  German  Army,  and  nevci'  came  back.    Henry  has  four  sisters, 
living  in  the  American  Zone  in  Gem  my. 

When  Henry  arrived  in  America,  he  had  a  tough  time  in  learning  the 
language.    He  picked  it  up  by  lister i^ig  to  people.    When  he  talks,  which 
is  often,  German  dialect  is  notice >lc.    It  is  difficult  for  him  to  pro« 
nounce  "Mother,  Brother  and  FatheT"'.    ^he  way  he  says  it,"Mudder,  Brudder 
and  Vadder".    Then  too,  he  has  trouble  vith  words  beginning  \d.th.  the 
letter "w".    Visit  becomes  "wisif ,  iri-th  '".ecomes  "mit"  cud  when  becomes 
"ven". 

After  graduation  from  hi^;!  school,  vrhoie  tuition  had  to  be  paid,  he 
x^orked  in  various  baking  compailes  until  ho  vns  20,  During  this  time  he 
won  honors  in  a  baking  contest. 

Henry  visited  his  homeland  in  19^8,  and  fo\nd  they  are  not  too  happy 
in  haveing  Russia  occupy  part  'f  their  country.    "Wherever  I  v/ent,  he  said, 
"People  asked  me  if  tho  lAiited  Sti  tes  really  knc\-  tho  truth  about  the  way 
they  feel  toward  Communists,    fust  as  in  the  case  of  the  Ilaz.is  thoy  are 
powerless  to  do  anything  about  it,  except  to  take  orders.    If  not,  they'll 
get  a  bullet  in  the  head.    I  rold  them  that  the  US  Is  against  any  form 
of  tyrcuiny  and  suppression  oi  the  freedoms  of  man, 

Henry  a  great  believer  li  con'^ersation  as  a  mems  of  expresr-ion  and 
personal  education  is  an  enthisiast  of  antiques;  Q_m  of  which  is  a  rerro- 
duction  of  Abraham  Lincoln  ir  tile  made  from  the  onli'-  negative  of  a  pic- 
ture of  the  great  leader.  So  'ar,  profosrionrl  antiq-.3  dealers  have  been 
afraid  to  attach  a  price  tag  n  it.  Da©  dealer  said,  "If  you  v/ere  to  sell 
it,  you'd  get  more  money  thoii  you'i\  mako  the  rest  of  your  life."  Which, 
in  Henry's  estimation  woiold  lo  a  fiibulous  sum,  since  'le  plans  to  live  "a 
good  many  years"  yet. 


August  26,  1951 


Mr.  Henry  Vogolsong 
3115  Ohio  Ave. 
MlddletCfwn,  Ohio 

Hy  dear  Mr«  Vogelaong: 

If  you  will  refer  to  a  letter  vritt4sn  to  you  by 
this  Depertmsnt  on  June  2^  you  will  discover  all  that  ve 
knov  about  a  tile  reproduction  of  Abrahaa  Lincoln* 

Sooeone  has  apparently  alBlnfomed  you  with  respect 
to  the  portrait  of  Lincoln  as  It  is  one  of  the  most  familiar 
and  most  used  i«r trait  of  ths  President  that  we  have.    I  am 
in  no  position  to  refuse  iiie  stateoent  that  you  have  a  priceless 
reioroduction,  and  as  I  said  in  my  letter  of  June  25  I  have  seen 
a  great  many  of  them  advertised.    We  have  one  here  in  our  ovn 
collection.     So  their  scarcity  must  be  something  that  has 
recently  been  discovered. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAW:JK 
L,A. Warren 


Director 


D.  Hu.-ll.ut 

1  3  Colonial  Roa J 
Dover,  Massackuselts  02030 


August  10,  1976 

Lincoln  Library  and  Kuaeum 
Fort  'iayns-,  Indiana  hSSOO 

Attn:  Dir«?ctor 

Dear  Sir, 

I  ara  v/ritinfz  to  your  attention  to  determin© 
if  you  can  tell  nic  or  direct  mc  to  aomconir 
v;ho  can  giv®  ma  some  information  about  a 
pbotograph  on  glazvsd  tile  of  Lincoln. 

The  tile  is  about  6"  X  10"  with  ths  fo'llowlnir 
inscription  on  the-  back. 

In  coiDinanerotation  of  th®  ona  hundredth 
anniversary  celebration  of  th«5  birth  of 
Abrahan  Lincoln 
February  12,  1909 
Modeled  frcra  ths  only  untouched  negative 
taken  in  th©  United  States  in  1B64 


Kade  by  cherwin  and  Cotton 
Eastv/ooG  Tile  V/orks 
Hanl«y  Staffordshire 

Robinson  and  Handle,  Inc.  Sole  Agsnts 
1123  Broadway/,  N^.  v;  York  City 

I  would  bci  interested  in  determining;  infor- 
mation concwrning  this  photO;';raph  from  which 
it  was  t?k.tn,  the  number  of  til<^?.  produced, 
and  if  th^ftrt  la  a  market  for  thi^i  item. 

Any  information  you  can  supply  will  be  greatly 
appreciated.     Thank  j'ou. 


Sines rely, 


 —,  f  - 

L 

'-■1       ''-■m-''-'-.  ■ 

August  18,  1976 


Mr,  lidwin  D.  Hiirlbut 

13  Colonial  Road 

Dover,  Massachusetts  02030 

Dear  Mr,  llurlbut: 

I  am  acknowledging  your  letter  of  August  10,  1976,  as 
Dr,  Nfecly  is  out  of  the  office  at  the  present  time. 

The  picture  of  Lincoln  that  the  artist  used  in  making 
this  tile  was  from  a  photograph  taken  by  Alexander  Gardner, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  8,  1863.    Hnclosed  is  a  print  of 
this  photograph  for  your  review. 

On  supplying  any  additional  data  to  you  from  the  data  you 
already  have  on  this  tile,  I  have  very  little  information. 
This  information  I  derived  from  previous  correspondence  relating 
to  inquiries  on  this  tile  in  the  late  1940x  and  early  1950s. 
From  this  correspondence,  I  found  out  that  we  have  a  tile  (which 
I  am  unable  to  locate  at  present  due  to  various  storage  locations 
of  some  of  our  items  pending  our  move  to  new  quarters) ;  our 
director  of  the  Museum  in  1951  saw  many  of  these  tiles  advertised; 
and  that  it  was  not  made  from  the  only  untouched  negative  as 
there  wore  many  of  them  available  at  that  tine. 

If  we  can  be  of  any  further  service,  please  feel  free  to 
contact  us. 

Your  letter  will  be  brought  to  Dr.  Neely*s  attention  upon 
his  return. 

Sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs,)  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely 


NUIl/jn 

Enc:  -^7 


KOKT  WA'^TVK  N>  WS-SENTr\Kl. 


Fri.,  Feb.  12,  198,s  3 


larden 


Chairs  adjusted  to  popularity  demands 


By  DAN  I)'INn>ER10 
Q.  When  were  Morris  chairs  in 
vogue  in  America''  —  Hal, 
Oceanside,  Calif. 
A.  The  adjustable  Morris  chair  in 
honor  of  Ent;lish  designer  William 
Morris  was  introduced  in  the 
1860s.  It  evolved  to  a  standard 
form:  a  rectangular  seat  emd  high 
back  fitted  with  loose  cushions. 
Most  chairs  were  supported  on 
socket  casters.  In  America,  black 
walnut  or  cherry  m(Klels  were  sup- 
planted by  oak  or  mahogany  ver- 
sions in  the  lS80s  and  189()s.  Mor- 
ris chairs  meirched  out  of  many  fac- 
tories, especially  around  Grand 
liapids,  Mich.  When  Mission  styles 
proliferated  aroimd  the  turn  of  the 
century,  Morris  chairs  were 
designed  accordingly.  Value  guide: 
oak,  reclining  back,  i890s,  $325. 

Q.  What  is  the  worth  of  my 
Mosaic  tile  with  its  portrait  of 
Abraham  Lincoln?  —  Doris, 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 
A.  The  Mosaic  TUe  Co.  of  Zanes- 
ville,  Ohio,  was  established  in  1984. 
Karl  Langenbeck  and  Hermann 
Mueller,  founding  partners,  gained 
respect  for  their  imaginative  floor 
and  wall  tiles.  Many  proved  ideal 
for  architectural  use.  Eventually, 
matte-glazed  tiles  were  widely  mar- 
keted. Tiles  bearing  the  company's 
initials  or  monogram  still  fascinate. 
Value  guide:  Abraham  Lincoln, 
portrait,  blue,  3V2  inches,  $70. 

Q.  Is  my  Vistosa  pitcher  a  worth- 
while find?  —  Brenda,  Scran- 
ton,  Pa. 

A.  Vistosa  is  part  of  the  Fiesta 
family  tree,  produced  by  Taylor, 
Smith  and  Taylor  in  the  late  1930s 
and  early  1940s.  Apparently,  the 
company  was  trying  to  cash  in  on 
the  Fiesta  craze.  Four  solid  colors 
were  introduced:  deep  yellow,  light 
green,  mango  red  and  cobalt  blue. 
Pieces  had  "pie  crust"  edges  and  a 
small  five -petal  flower  molded  into 
handles  and  finiais.  The  public 
failed  to  respond,  however.  Value 
guide:  pitcher,  deep  yellow,  $35. 


Flea  market  finds 


Dan  D'lmpeno  welcomes  ques- 
tions about  antiques  and  collect- 
ibles and  will  answer  as  many  as 
possible  in  this  C(jlumn.  Photos 
cannot  lie  returned.  V\'rite  in  care 
of  this  paper. 

Dan  IJ'lmperio  welcomes  questuin.-<  abvut 
antiques  and  collectibles  and  uill  answer 
U.S  mun\  as  possible  in  this  column.  How- 
euer.  Lolume  uf  mail  precludes  personal 
reply,  and  photos  cannot  be  returned 
Write  to  him  in  care  of  The  News-Senti- 
net,  P.O.  Box  102.  Fort  Wayne,  IN  4mil 
Crown  Syndicate 


Morris  chair 


Marie  Sanner  has  an  interesting  picture  she  took 

at  Capistrano  Mission  in  California.     It  is  a  portrait 

of  Lincoln  in  tile  (six  tiles)  on  a  wall  of  the 

Mission.  The  text  under  picture  says:  Abraham  Lincoln 
President  of  the  United  States  Mindful  of  the  Sacked 

irt'o'the'c^thl • '  P.''^  f  ^-"^^^  *  Restored 

It  to  the  Catholic  Church  -  March  18,  I865. 
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